KS3

Bridging Unit:
What is
History?
The craft of the historian; why do
we study History?

Year 7 History:
Power and
Empire

Stone Age to the
Dark Ages:

History concepts: Chronol ogy

4000BC-4000AD
A study of local History: the
changing landscape of
Dartmoor.

How did a .Norman
become the King of
England?

Roman to Dark Age Britain

A study of cause and
consequence of the Battle of
Hastings, examining why the
Normans were successful in 1066.

Medieval England:

1066-1087

History concepts: ca us e and
cons equence.

Why was there a crisis in
the Kingdom in 1066?

Who had the most
power in Medieval
England?

The battles of 1066: How
did William win the throne
of England?

An examination of power from
above and below: from peasants,
to the monarchy and the Church.

Medieval England:
1087-1483

History concepts: Di versity,
cha nge and continuity

How did the monarchy keep
control?

What was the most
significant cause of
conflict in Tudor
England?

Why did ordinary people rebel
against the monarchy?
How far did people support the
Church?

A study of the problems of the
Tudor dynasty.

The Tudors:

History concept: Si gnificance

1485-1603
Why was there so much religious
change in the Tudor period?

How did
exploration impact
ordinary people?

Why did ordinary people rebel
against the Tudors?

An examination of the beginnings of
the English exploration to the ‘New
World’.

How successful was the Tudor
dynasty?

Tudors and Stuarts:

1485-1693

History concepts: Di versity a nd
s i gnificance.

How multicultural was Tudor
England?
Why did people migrate to England
and the Americas?

To Year 8 …

How did English migration impact the
indigenous people of America?
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How successful were
attempts to abolish
slavery in the 19th
century?
What was the impact of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade? A
local history focus on Plymouth’s
involvement in the slave trade.

Year 8 History:
Empire, Power
and War
Tudor to Victorian:
1562-1833

History concepts: cha nge and
conti nuity

What was the lived experience
of enslaved people?

How did experiences
of the British Empire
vary across the
.
globe?

How did people revolt against
the slave trade?

Victorian to Windsor:
1800-1950

A study of the expansion of the
British Empire and the impact of
colonization.

Why did Britain build an empire?

History concepts: Di versity,
s i milarities and differences

What was the lived experience of
people in the British Empire at
home and in the colonies?

Why does the true
identity of ‘Jack the
Ripper’ remain
unknown?

Why was there a divide between
the rich and poor of Victorian
London?
Why does the true identity of ‘Jack
the Ripper’ remain unknown?

An examination of the division
of rich and poor through a
depth study of the crimes of
‘Jack the Ripper’.

Victorian to Edwardian:
1840-1920

History concept: Di fference

Were the Suffragettes
terrorists or freedom
fighters?

Why did women want the vote?
Should the Suffragettes have used
violent tactics?

A study of the protest
movement for women’s rights.

How important was WW1 in helping
women gain the right to vote?

History concepts: Di versity,
cha nge and significance

World War One:
1914-1918

Why was WW1
described as ‘Great’?

What caused the war and why did
men want sign up to fight?

An examination of the origins of
WW1 and the lives of those who
fought for the British Empire?

What was the experience of soldiers
fighting in the trenches?
How did the British Empire impact
WW1?

History concepts: Di versity a nd
s i gnificance.

The Inter-War Years:
1919-1939

How was Hitler able to
become the Führer?
An examination of the impact of WW1
and the Treaty of Versailles on Hitler’s
rise to power.
History concepts: Ca us e and
cons equence.

To Year 9 …

How did the Treaty of Versailles
contribute to Hitler’s rise to power?
How did Hitler use propaganda and
suspicion to gain power?
What was life like for ordinary people
in Nazi Germany?

KS3
What conditions and
ideologies made the
Holocaust possible?

Year 9 History:
Empire, War
and Power

A study of anti-Semitism
over time.

The Holocaust

History concepts:
Chronol ogy, causation and
di versity.

How far was anti-Semitism the
cause of the Holocaust?
How complicit was the world at
this time?

How did the allies
.
win the war
in
Europe?

How do we remember the
Holocaust?

World War Two:
1939-1945

A study of cause and impact of
WW2, examining why the allies
were successful in 1945.

How did another war happen so
soon after the first?

History concepts: Si mi larities
a nd differences

A local study of the Home Front
in Plymouth: The Plymouth Blitz

Why was the world on
the brink of
destruction in the
second half of the 20th
Century?

How much did British morale
impact the victory in Europe?

The Cold War:
1945-1980

A study of flash points from
the Cold War conflict.

What was the Cold War?

History concepts: Ca us ation
a nd consequence

How did espionage increase
tensions between East and
West?

How close was the world to
nuclear destruction?

How successful were
the protest
movements after
WW2?

The campaign for
equal rights:
1945-present day

A depth study of the protest
movements post 1945

How did people campaign for
equality after WW2?

History concepts: Di versity,
cha nge and significance

How successful have protest
movements been?

GCSE Introduction:
Medicine through
time

Have we reached equality in
Britain today?

An overview of our GCSE course and
setting out expectations for the
years ahead.

Medieval to Modern:

History concepts: Cha nge a nd
continuity

How and why have ideas about the
cause of disease and illness and
approaches to prevention and
treatment changed over time?

To Year 10 …

Medicine
through Time:
1250 - present
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How and why have ideas about
the cause of disease and illness
and approaches to prevention
and treatment changed over
time?

Year 10 History:
Edexcel GCSE
Medieval: 1250-1500 to
Renaissance: 1500-1700

History concepts: Cha nge a nd
continuity

History concepts: Cha nge
a nd continuity
.
Industrial Medicine:
1700-1900
History concepts: Cha nge a nd
continuity

Modern Medicine:
1900- present
History concepts: Cha nge a nd
conti nuity, s imilarities and
di fferences

WW1 Historic Environment:
1914-1918
A depth study of the British
sector of the Western Front,
1914–18: surgery and treatment

Elizabethan England:
1558-1588
Queen, government
and religion, 1558–69

History concepts: Cha nge a nd
conti nuity

Challenges to
Elizabeth at home
and abroad, 1569–88

Did Elizabeth inherit an England in
turmoil? What political and
religious challenges did she face?
History concepts: Si mi larities and
di fferences

How did Elizabeth deal with
those who rebelled against her?

Elizabethan society in
the Age of
Exploration, 1558–88

History concepts: Ca us e and
cons equence

What was life like for ordinary
people? How did exploration impact
the Elizabethans?

Assessment and
mock exams
An overview of our GCSE course and
setting out expectations for the
years ahead.

History concepts: Si gnificance and
di versity

Introduction to the
American West:

History concepts: Cha nge a nd
continuity

Explore what the ‘real’ American West was
like and examine the impact of government
sponsored expansion in the American
outback, which had far-reaching
consequences for both the Indigenous
Peoples and the colonists of the time.

To Year 11 …

History concepts: Chronol ogy a nd
di versity
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The American
West: 1835-1895
The lives of the Native Americans
changed dramatically over these 60
years, as railroads, the cattle industry
and gold prospecting impacted on their
previous ways of life and means of
survival, and they were moved into
reservations.

Year 11 History:
Edexcel GCSE

The early colonisation of
the West, 1835–1862

History concepts: Di versity a nd
cha nge
.
The development
of the
plains: 1862–1876

How did the expansion of the
railroad, the growing cattle
industry and gold prospecting
increase tension between the
colonists and Native Americans?

Who were the Native
Americans? How did they live?
What did they believe? Why
did American colonists expand
into the West?
History concepts: Di versity,
ca us e and consequence.

War and conflict:
c1876–c1895

History concepts: Di versity a nd
cons equence.

How did tensions lead to war?
How did society respond to
expansion into the West?

Weimar and
Nazi Germany:
1918–39

History concepts: Di fferences
a nd significance.

A modern depth study: How, between
the First and Second World Wars, did
a democratic Germany became a oneparty dictatorship?

The Weimar Republic:
1918–29

History concepts: Causation and
significance

How did the new government try
to recover Germany after WW1?
History concepts: Cons equence

Hitler’s rise to power:
1919–33

Life in Nazi
Germany, control
and dictatorship:
1933–39

How did Hitler become the
‘Führer’?
History concepts: Si gnificance,
ca us e and consequence

How did Nazi policy impact society?
How did the Nazis use propaganda
and suspicion to maintain control?

Revision
A chance to review and revise for
the exams ahead.

History concepts: Si gnificance and
di versity

GCSE exams

To Year 12 …
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Year 12 History:
AQA A Level

The Tudors:
1485-1603

The American
Dream:
Reality & Illusion:
1945-1980

Part 1: Consolidation
of the Tudor Dynasty:
England, 1485-1547

Part One: prosperity,
inequality, and
superpower status.

.
The establishment
of
the Tudors:
Henry VII,
1485–1509

Truman and Post-war
America: 1945-1952

How did Henry consolidate his
power and control the
government?

Did Truman lead the USA into a
Cold War?
How did American society
change post WW2?

Rebellion, discontent
and legacy
Why did people rebel against
Henry VII?
How did Henry handle these
rebellions?
Did Henry leave a secure throne
for his son?

Eisenhower:
tranquillity and crisis:
1952-1960
How far was America a consumer
society in the 1950s?
How serious were the Superpower
rivalries under Eisenhower?
How did WW2 re-ignite the Civil
Rights Movement?

The reign of Henry
VIII:
1509–1547
Did Henry VIII outshine his
father?
How did he establish himself as
one of the most notorious Kings
in history?

John F Kennedy and
the ‘New Frontier’:
1960-1963
How did Kennedy respond to
pressure for change?
How far did the Cold War become
‘hot’ under Kennedy?

The Reformation
Why did Henry want a divorce?
How did his decisions change the
landscape of English society
forever?

War and society
How did America’s foreign and
domestic policies differ:?
The development of the Civil
Rights Movement and The Cold
War.

To Year 13 …
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Year 13 History:
AQA A Level

The Tudors:
1485-1603
Part 2: England:
turmoil and triumph,
1547–1603

The American
Dream:
Reality & Illusion:
1945-1980
Part Two: challenges to
the American Dream,
1963-1980

Instability. and
consolidation: 'the
Mid-Tudor Crisis',
1547–1563
How did the reign of Edward VI,
Somerset and Northumberland
cause problems of succession,
authority; religion and relations
with foreign powers?

The Johnson
Presidency, 1963-1968

How ‘bloody’ was
Mary I?

How did JFK’s legacy impact
Johnson’s pursuit of the ‘Great
Society’?
How influential were the radical
protesters in the passing of the
Civil Rights Acts?

What was the social impact of
religious and economic changes
under Mary I. Did rebellion take
over intellectual developments;
humanism and religious
thought?

Republican reaction,
the Nixon Presidency:
1968-1974
Did the divisions of the Democrats
reflect divisions in society?
The fight for freedom: women’s
liberation, civil rights and the war
in Vietnam.

The reign of
Elizabeth I:
1558-1603
How did Elizabeth meet the
challenges of her early years?
Did she really achieve a ‘Middle
Way’?

The ‘Golden Age’
How far did Elizabeth preside over a
‘golden age’ of culture?
Was the Elizabethan period the
beginning of the British Empire?
Did Elizabeth leave an intimidating
legacy?

To your future…

The USA after
Nixon: 1974-1980
How did political corruption lead to
the loss of national self-confidence?
How did America respond to crises in
the Middle East?
Was America a ‘Superpower’ by
1980?

A Dream Come
True?
How close did the world come
to nuclear oblivion?
Did the American Dream
become a reality for anyone?

