
The Religious Studies Learning Journey at 

Coombe Dean School 

The Coombe Dean vision is to prepare our young people to take their place in our multicultural and diverse world. To understand world views (including 

non-religious world views). To further develop their own worldviews. To build respect and tolerance towards other people’s cultures and beliefs. To learn 

from religion, beliefs, teachings and sources of wisdom and authority. To develop empathy and critical thinking of moral and ethical issues.  

 

 

Are all Abrahamic religions the same? 
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What are the Dharmic Religions?  
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How is Sikhism different to the 

other Dharmic faiths? 
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What does faith in action mean? Year 

9  
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What is happiness? 
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Is there an ethical way to punish a person?  

What is my world 

view? 
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Year 
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How do I apply religious concepts to 

contemporary issues?    
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Should people be able to believe 

and practice what they want? 

Should happiness be my 

goal? 

Year 

13 

Are philosophy and ethics 

relevant today?   
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 Are we still exploring the same themes and 

questions of meaning? How does philosophy 

apply to me and my next steps? Is there a place for 

religion today? Are we 

hard wired to believe? 
 

How should I behave? Am I in 

control? What if I disagree?  
 

How can art express 

spirituality? 

 

What is happiness? What clues do we 

get from religion, philosophy and 

social science?  
 

What is a religious world view? 

What are modern belief 

systems? What do Humanists 

believe? 

 

What is real?  How do I 

interpret my world? How 

should I behave? 

 

Is all life valuable? How 

should we behave towards 

others?  

 

Did God cause the Big 

Bang? Is evil and 

suffering caused by 

Humans? 

 

What makes a war just? 

Is it ok to be a 

Conscientious objector? 

What is pacifism? 

Is capital 

punishment 

acceptable? 

 

What are the aims of 

punishment? how are prisons 

used? Do they improve or 

create criminals? 

Is Christianity one 

religion? What was the 

Reformation? How is it 

linked to conflict in 

Northern Ireland in the 

21st century? 

Should a woman have a right to 

abortion? Do I have the right to a 

‘good’ death? 

How is art and literature 

used in religion? What is 

seen and done in Holy 

Buildings? 

What is happiness? 

Should it be the purpose 

of life? What clues do 

we get from religion, 

philosophy and social 

science?  
 

What are the similarities and 

differences between the 

Dharmic religions? What is unique 

about Hinduism? Buddhism? 

Sikhism? 
 

 

 

What is unique about 

Judaism? Christianity? 

Islam?  
Who is Jesus?  How is 

he seen in different 

cultures? What can we 

learn from the historical 

Jesus? Is Jesus Still 

relevant today?  
 

What is the history of religion in 

the Middle East? Case studies 

include: the Crusades, 

Holocaust, Israel and Palestine? 

21st century conflict? 

What is faith in action? How 

does this look in Christianity? 

Islam? Sikhism? What are 

Almsgiving, Zakah and Sewa? 
 

How do people live by 

their faith? What does it 

mean to be religious? 

Who are Mahatma 

Gandhi, Martin Luther King 

and Nelson Mandela?  

How is difference and 

uniqueness treated in 

society? Is it acceptable to 

be different? Unique? 
 

What are cults? 

Sects? Extremism? 

What do they look 

like and what 

impact do they 

have? 

What are the key concepts which underpin Religious Studies?  

Why is RS important to me? 

Can I look at the world through lenses?  

How are the creative arts 

used within religion? 

What are the similarities 

and differences between 

the three major Abrahamic 

religions? 

 


