


Outline, analyse and evaluate the Sociological explanations of Victims of crime

We will investigate how certain groups of people are more likely to be victims of crime, and consider how some groups reject the label of being a victim and other victims are ignored by the criminal justice system.
Victims
There are a number of approaches to studying and measuring crimes including official statistics, self-report studies and victim studies.  A victim study, like the Crime Survey of England and Wales, is one which questions people about what crimes they have been a victim of.  It often unearths crimes that are not recorded by the police (part of the dark figure) although there is still missing crime and also people may be dishonest or their recollections may be inaccurate in some respects.
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a) Which age groups have experienced the most incidences of violent crime? Is it significantly higher than other age groups?
b) Is this the same for other types of crime?
c) How helpful is the rate per 1000 adults in each age group?
d) What is the source of this data? Is the data valid?

Access the following link
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociology-victims-and-victimisation
1. Identify six groups of people who are more likely to become victims.



Access the second link below and answer the questions that follow:

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociology-positivist-victimology

2. Positivists think that victims contribute to their own victimisation.  What is meant by this? and provide examples.
3. What is the main criticism of positive victimisation?
4. Explain the motivation for the ‘slut walk’ protests.
5. Does the positive approach to victimisation take away the ‘agency’ from criminals?
6. Are victims of white collar crime also to blame for being a victim?  Do they even know?
7. Does positivist victimisation consider structural inequalities in society?  Explain your answer.

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/sociology-critical-victimology

8. What is the argument put forward by ‘critical victimology?
9. Does Positivist victimology adequately explain ‘homelessness’
10. Provide other examples of structural inequalities?
11. Are people with income over £50 000 more likely to be victims of crime than those with incomes less than £10,000.  Does this support critical victimology?
12. Find out what is meant by the ‘inverse victimisation’ law?
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1 |Number and rate of CSEW personal crimes, year ending March 2015, by age of victim'** 1
2
3 England and Wales April 2014 to March 2015
4 Offence group. ‘Age of victim ‘Age of victim
18-34 3559 o and 18-34 3559 o and
5 over over
6 ‘Number of incidents (thousands) Rate per 1,000 adults in age group
7 |VIOLENCE 636 591 67 49 32 5
8
9 ROBBERY 53 29 5 4 2 0
10
11 THEFT OFFENCES
12 | Theftfrom the person 237 121 67 18 6 5
13 |Other theft of personal property 310 293 116 24 16 9
14
15 |Unweighted base - number of adults in age group 6776 13564 12502 6776 13564 12502
16 |1. Source: Crime Survey for England and Wales, Office for National Statistics.
17 |2. Personal crimes include violence, robbery, theft from the person and other theft of personal property. Household crimes (e.g. burglary) cannot be broken down
18 | by age of victim as they affect all household members.
19 |3. Data will not sum to published figures for all ages as 16-17 year olds and victims whose age is not known are excluded from estimates.
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