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German Curriculum Overview — Topics Covered (Years 7-11)

Year 7 - Foundations of the German Language

German phonics and sound-spelling relationships

Noun gender, definite and indefinite articles

Core verbs in the present tense (sein, haben, regular verbs)
Singular and plural forms

Asking questions and forming negatives

Talking about self, family, daily routines and interests

Introduction to German-speaking cultures

Focus: establishing accurate pronunciation, secure grammatical foundations and confident sentence construction
across listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Year 8 — Extending Grammar and Sentence Control

Refinement of phonics and pronunciation

Present and perfect tenses

Word order with time phrases and conjunctions

Modal verbs and object pronouns

Expressing opinions, comparison and justification
Talking about past experiences, travel and future plans

Cultural understanding of German-speaking countries

Focus: increasing grammatical accuracy, developing control of multiple time frames and producing more extended
spoken and written responses.

Year 9 - Accuracy, Complexity and GCSE Readiness

Secure use of present, perfect, imperfect and future time frames
Separable verbs, infinitive clauses and conjunctions

Advanced word order and pronoun use

Expressing abstract ideas, opinions and reactions

Extended speaking and writing with justification

Cultural, historical and global German contexts

Focus: developing confident, independent language use and preparing students for the linguistic and grammatical
demands of GCSE German.
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Years 10-11 - GCSE German

All GCSE themes, including my personal world, lifestyle and wellbeing, my neighbourhood, media and
technology, studying and my future, travel and tourism

Accurate use of present, perfect, imperfect, future and conditional structures
Complex word order, verb patterns and pronouns

Translation skills and extended writing

Speaking preparation: read aloud, role plays, photo cards and general conversation
Cultural understanding of Germany and the German-speaking world

Spring Year 11: consolidation, revision and examination preparation

Focus: applying language independently and accurately, developing fluency across all four skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing, and succeeding in GCSE examinations.

Overall Curriculum Journey

Across Years 7-11, students progress from secure phonics and simple sentence construction to confident,
accurate and independent communication across multiple time frames, developing the linguistic competence,
cultural understanding and confidence required for GCSE success and future language learning.
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