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What makes Coombe Dean unique?

Mrs C Granville
Headteacher
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?
How do we teach and why?

How does this differ from primary school?

Mr C Jacks
Deputy Headteacher



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?

“Leaders, with the support of the trust, have ensured that 
the curriculum is broad, ambitious and high quality 
across all subjects.”

“This means that each year and across all subjects, 
pupils build on their prior learning to be successful in their 
final qualifications.”
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?

‘Carefully 
sequenced’…
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?

“Teach hard things well!”

Unlock future opportunities as adults who can understand, cooperate and 
shape the world.



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?

• Up to 14 different subjects

• 14 different teachers

• 14 different classrooms
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?

“Teachers explain concepts clearly. They consistently 
follow the school's agreed lesson structure, which 
helps pupils to practise and remember their learning.”

“Teachers check pupils’ understanding to precisely 
identify any gaps or misconceptions.”

 “Teaching is then adjusted effectively to address and 
develop pupils’ understanding.”
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?

Retrieval 
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?

Teach 
Check Independent Practice

Direct Instruction
Reading
Watching
Live Modelling
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?

Check
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
How do we teach and why?

Independent Practice
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Teaching, Learning and Curriculum
What do we teach and why?

Unlock future opportunities as adults who can understand, cooperate 
and shape the world.
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Assessment and Reporting
How will your child be assessed?

How will you be informed of progress?

Mrs B Duffield 
Deputy Headteacher
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Assessment and Reporting
How will your child be assessed?

"The key features of effective learning environments are that 
they create student engagement and allow teachers, learners, 
and their peers to ensure that the learning is proceeding in 

the intended direction. 

The only way we can do this is through assessment. 
That is why assessment is, indeed, the bridge between teaching 

and learning.”
Dylan William
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Assessment and Reporting
How will your child be assessed?

• At Coombe Dean School we offer carefully constructed 
assessments that allow teachers to know who has learned the 
core knowledge and skills that we have taught within our 
curriculum.

• Our assessments are reverse engineered to ensure that we can 
identify which students have learnt our curriculum.
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Assessment and Reporting
How will your child be assessed?

• Students will take standardised assessments across Years 7-9 
throughout the academic year within Maths, English, Science, 
History, Geography and Languages.

• These will take place during term 3 (5th – 29th January) and 
Terms 5/6 (4th May – 11th June).
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Assessment and Reporting

How will you be informed of progress?

• Are they working hard? (What, specifically, do 
they need to improve?)

• How is my child performing (relative to other 
members of the group?)?
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Assessment and Reporting
Are they working hard?

You will receive 3 
Learning Overviews across the 

academic year.

Learning Behaviours Report – 
Friday 6th November 2026

Learning Overview 1 
on 26th February 2027.

Learning Overview 2 
on 2nd July 2027.
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Assessment and Reporting
Commitment to Learning Statements
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Assessment and Reporting
Commitment to Learning Statements

Outstanding Good Inconsistent Cause for Concern

Effort

I always produce work to the best of my 

ability.  I seek feedback on my learning and 

act upon it in detail.  I show commitment 

to improvement by using Dedicated 

Improvement Time effectively and making 

purple pen improvements, redrafting work 

and completing additional tasks in my own 

time.

I produce work to the best of my ability.  When 

given feedback, I act upon it and am keen to 

improve my work.  I use Dedicated 

Improvement Time well and my work has lots of 

evidence of purple pen improvements.

I sometimes produce my best work.  I can 

produce a higher standard of work with more 

effort.  I do not always act upon the 

feedback given and so there are limited 

purple pen improvements in my 

book/folder.  I need to improve my use of 

Dedicated Improvement Time.

I give up easily and do not always complete 

tasks set.  I do not act upon the feedback 

given and there are no or very limited purple 

pen improvements in my book/folder.

Independent 

Learning

I always complete homework to the best 

standard I can.  I show commitment to 

improving my learning by regularly reviewing 

my work outside of the classroom.  I am self-

motivated and can act independently on 

feedback to improve.

I try to complete homework to a good standard 

and aim to exceed the minimum 

expectations.  I am committed to improving but 

would benefit from adopting strategies to 

ensure that I maximise my learning outside of 

the classroom.

My homework often meets the minimum 

expectations but sometimes deadlines are 

missed.  I can achieve a better standard with 

more effort.  I need to focus on improving 

my learning outside of the classroom.

My homework is usually not completed 

satisfactorily or attempted, and I often miss 

deadlines.  I do not take responsibility for my 

homework or my learning outside the 

classroom.

Conduct

I always demonstrate a positive committed 

attitude towards my learning and am 

respectful towards my teachers and other 

students.  I follow instructions but also show 

initiative in leading my own learning.  I know 

how to study effectively and take pride in my 

achievements.  I have strategies to cope 

when things may not go to plan.

I generally take a positive committed attitude 

towards my learning and am respectful towards 

my teachers and other students.  I follow 

instructions.  I am developing my knowledge of 

how to study effectively and take pride in my 

achievements.  I have some strategies to cope 

when things may not go to plan.

I display an inconsistent attitude towards my 

learning and my conduct can show a lack of 

respect towards my teachers and/or other 

students.  I follow instructions but 

sometimes need reminders.  I may 

sometimes receive RTL or warnings in 

lessons.  I have an understanding of how to 

study effectively but need to practise this 

further.  I can take pride in my achievements 

but can find it difficult if things do not go to 

plan.

I display a poor attitude towards my learning 

and my conduct often shows a lack of 

respect towards my teachers and other 

students.  I do not follow instructions 

routinely and need frequent reminders.  

I often receive RTL or warnings in lessons.  I 

do not take pride in my achievements in 

class and lack strategies to help in class and 

lack strategies to help me cope when things 

do not go to plan.  
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Assessment and Reporting
How is my child performing?

(relative to their peers nationally)

100 50 12 y 11 m
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Assessment and Reporting
How is my child performing?

(relative to other members of the group)
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Independent Learning

Independent learning is used for two main purposes:

o To pre-teach content

o To practice and embed key skills (revision)
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Independent Learning

We offer a 
homework club 
after school 
every Thursday 
in G5.



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

Independent Learning

All homework is set 
and recorded using 
class charts.
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Independent Learning
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Independent Learning



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

Independent Learning - Equipment

To successfully study at home, students need to replicate a 
similar working environment to that provided in school.

They will require:
-Pencil Case (pen, pencil, ruler, calculator)
-Writing resources (paper etc)
-Laptop
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Independent Learning - Sparx
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Independent Learning - Sparx
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Independent Learning 

"When schools and parents work together, children do 
better. We know that effective partnerships between 
home and school are essential for children’s learning 
and development". DfE
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Communication and The Behaviour 
Curriculum

How can we work together to achieve success?

Mrs K McPherson
Assistant Headteacher
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Communication

"When schools and parents work together, children do better. We know 
that effective partnerships between home and school are essential for 

children’s learning and development". DfE

The transition from primary school to secondary school can be as 
tough on the parents as it can be for the student.

Information regarding how your young person may be feeling or 
presenting is invaluable.

Two-way communication is key to a happy successful young person.
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Communication -Communication -

ClassCharts provides updates on your child's day in the form of:

• Praise points linked to our school values
• Attendance rewards
• Toilet visit notifications
• Praise points
• Red-cards
• Late to lesson notifications
• Lack of equipment notifications
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Communication -Communication -

Our main system of communication here at Coombe Dean is 
ClassCharts.

ClassCharts provides updates on your child's day in the form of:
• Praise points linked to our school values
• Attendance rewards
• Toilet visit notifications
• Red-cards
• Late to lesson notifications
• Lack of equipment notifications
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Communication and The 
Behaviour Curriculum

Through the behaviour curriculum we aim to teach positive 
behaviours.

This includes time out of the lesson for toilet visits.

The goal...Disruption- Free Learning
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Pastoral care at CDS

The inclusion team, along with tutors and teachers break down 
barriers to a child being and feeling included in the classroom.

How can my child voice a concern?

Year Team Leaders are non-teaching staff members who are available 
in their 'outdoor office' before school and at both breaktimes.

Our website offers a 'report a concern' for the students to access.
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Reporting a concern 
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Reporting a concern 
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Personal Development

Personal Development at Coombe Dean is about helping 
students live our values, stay safe and healthy, respect 

others, and be ready for life beyond school.
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Personal Development

Through the Personal development curriculum, we seek to:

• promote a deeper understanding of how individuals fit into and contribute to 
their community and know how to keep themselves and others safe.

• refine and develop students' moral compass through building their 
understanding of the world and themself.

• challenge student's opinions and beliefs at times, as well as provide the 
encouragement, skills and insights to set and achieve their own 
personal goals.
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Personal Development

The Personal Development curriculum is delivered in a dedicated one-
hour lesson per fortnight in KS3, also through the tutor time and 
assembly program.

Students study a curriculum that covers all statutory and 
recommended PSHE content through a spiral curriculum.
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The Role of Parents
How can all parents support secondary 

school learners?

Mr C Jacks
Deputy Headteacher
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The Role of Parents
How can all parents support secondary 

school learners?

23%
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The Role of Parents
How can all parents support secondary 

school learners?
Attendance Progress Basics 5+

95% + 0.46 71.3%

90.0 – 94.9% 0.27 52.6%

Less than 
90%

-0.79 10.8%
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The Role of Parents
How can all parents support secondary 

school learners?
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Thank you
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Thank you for 
attending the Year 7 

Parents/Carers’ 
Academic 

Information Evening
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