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Welcome to the 
Year 10 

Parents/Carers’ 
Curriculum 
Information 

Evening
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Housekeeping

• Please put your phone on silent for the next hour and a half.​

• No Fire Drill planned, so if you hear a continuous alarm please gather in the 
main carpark at the front of reception.
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This evening's programme
• Welcome (Mrs. C Granville)

• The Starting Line (Mrs. A Husband)

• Mock Exams and Support Sessions in school (Mrs. B Duffield)

• Teaching and Learning & Supporting at Home (Mr. C Jacks)

• Science in Curriculum Information (Mr. R McDermott)

• Maths in Curriculum Information (Mrs. C Richards)

• English Curriculum Information (Miss D Snow)
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Year 10

The Starting Line

Mrs A. Husband 
Raising Standards Leader



Year 10 shapes your future

What you repeat this year

becomes easier next year

Every lesson can build knowledge, confidence and future choices.
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Support is there waiting for them every day!

✓ Subject help

✓ Feedback and resources

✓ Pastoral and wellbeing support

Take the help early.

Keep coming back.

✓ Independent Learning 



What can students do?
• Show up and work hard every day

• Be on time to school every day and utilise the 
Period 0 maths and English sessions 

• Complete the independent study (homework) set

• Say yes to the additional opportunities provided 
to them throughout the year

• Start early



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

Unlock future opportunities as adults who can understand, cooperate and 
shape the world.
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Year 10 success isn’t just about talent - it’s about consistent effort, 

engagement, and showing up.

The “Every Step Counts” ethos means:

• Every lesson

• Every homework

• Every tutor session

...contributes to progress.

"Success is a staircase, not a doorway. Every additional learning opportunity taken is a 

step up that staircase."

Every Step Counts
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• Revision is like training for a marathon or learning to play an instrument, it isn’t a one-

off event it is something that needs to be done consistently over time.

• Consistency always wins over last minute cramming.

• Additional sessions aren't a punishment – they are a free opportunity to get ahead.

• This is their moment – their efforts now will define their results later.

“The future depends on what you do today.” 

Mahatma Gandhi

Why does every step count?



• An additional 1.5 hours per week of targeted English or Maths teaching delivered by specialist subject teachers.

• Designed to complement classroom learning, ensuring students secure the fundamental knowledge and skills needed for 

success across the curriculum.

• Targeted and responsive support based on emerging need, identified through assessment information, teacher expertise and 

ongoing monitoring.

• Selection is not about ability. Being allocated to English or Maths does not mean a student is weaker in that subject.

• Focused on individual development, whether that is addressing gaps in knowledge, strengthening key skills, improving 

confidence or deepening understanding.

• Challenge as well as support. Some students are selected because they have the potential to achieve the highest grades and 

would benefit from additional stretch and challenge, including support towards Grade 7+.

• Allocations are reviewed regularly to ensure students receive the support that will have the greatest impact on their progress.
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Tutor Time Maths and English
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Mrs. B Duffield
Deputy Headteacher

Assessment and Mock Examinations
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NEAs at Coombe Dean

NEA means Non-Examined Assessments 

NEAs include a range of assessment methods, 
such as coursework, assignments, controlled 
assessments, practical work, sketchbooks, and 
other relevant projects and class-based 
examinations.
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NEAs at Coombe Dean

Qualifications with and an NEA element are so important for our 
Community because:

• Less exam pressure – Marks can be gained throughout the course.
• Supports strong outcomes – Feedback helps students improve 

andachieve better results.
• Students can bank units – A significant part of the grade can 

besecured before the final exam.
• Encourages independent learning – Builds confidence, 

organisationand independence.



Community – Integrity - Opportunity

NEAs at Coombe Dean

•Use of AI
•Your work being your own
•Writing frames & sentence starters
•Plagiarism
•Teacher support
•Feedback
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Student Authentication

• By signing the declaration, you are confirming that:
• The work is your own and has been completed independently.
• You have not used AI or other unauthorised help to produce your work.
• All sources have been referenced, including websites, books, articles and 

images.
• You have followed your teacher’s and JCQ’s guidance throughout the 

assessment.
• You have not copied or submitted someone else’s work as your own.
• Only sign the declaration if you are confident that your work meets these 

requirements.



What is JCQ
oJCQ stands for the Joint Council for Qualifications

oThey set national rules and regulations for exams

oJCQ ensure all exams are fair and consistent across the UK

oThey provide official notes and guidelines that all students must 
follow

oWe must follow JCQ rules to keep assessments fair
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•Students will sit a full set of 

Mock Examinations in the 

Summer of 2027.

•These will take place between 

18th  and 24th June 2027.

Mock Examinations



Why do we do 'mock' examinations?

• To assess what students know, understand and can do from what 

they have been taught.

• To give everyone an idea of attainment, progress and understanding 

at this stage.

• To identify the knowledge and skills students are secure in and those 

that they aren’t yet (identify gaps) secure in which will then inform 

teaching (and  revision) moving forward.

• It’s good rehearsal and supports students to get used to operating 

within the systems so they don’t fall foul of the regulations and 

inadvertently (or intentionally) commit malpractice.

• Preparing for and undertaking assessment also helps stop pathways 

to memories decaying. To this end, assessment is part of the learning 

process.
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Pressure is normal
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O Pressure affects everyone differently

o Some feel nervous, make mistakes

o Other thrive on it and find their focus

O The goal of the Year 10 Mocks: learn how students react 
under pressure and get better with each opportunity

O Performing under pressure is a skill students can build; this is 
practice.
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Revision Guidance
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Revision Guidance
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Remember the why...

• Think about why you do things—not just what you do.
• The results that you achieve in these mock examinations will 

inform the guidance that staff around you will give regarding 
your next steps:
oHave you got the required grades for Post 16?
oHave you got the required grades for the College course you are 

interested in?
oHave you got the required grades for the apprenticeship you are 

interested in?
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Our young people have got this!
oWe’re not testing them; we’re 

preparing them.

oEvery assessment is an opportunity to 
learn, grow and get better.

oBelieve in themselves; this is another 
step towards GCSE success.
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Reporting and Next Steps
How will you be informed of progress?
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• Are they working hard? (What, specifically, do they need 

to improve?)

• How is my child performing (relative to other members of 

the group?)?



Reporting and Next Steps
How will you be informed of progress?
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How is my child performing?
(relative to other members of the group)



Reporting and Next Steps
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Effort Results

Results from students in our own previous Year 11 
cohorts prove this…



Reporting and Next Steps
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There is clear correlation between a students’ effort and 
conduct and their progress/attainment, with the link 
between Effort and Progress being strongest. 
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Mr. C Jacks
Deputy Headteacher

Revision And The Support 

Available With Revision
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Independent Learning - Equipment

To successfully study at home, students need to replicate a   
similar working environment to that provided in school.

They will require:
-Pencil Case (pen, pencil, ruler, calculator)
-Writing resources (paper etc)
-Laptop
-A quiet space (preferably without their phone!)
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Revision
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Revision Folders (Spring Term Y11)

• Individual folders for students

• Past Papers from each of their subjects

• Directed/specific revision from each subject

• Paper-based revision activities – supporting you as parents. 

• Students return folders to school to be checked after Easter Holidays.
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Curriculum Information Evening

Science – Mr. R McDermott

Year 10 – 8th October 2026
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Accessing the Science Curriculum

Where can we find information about the 

curriculum?

Mr R McDermott

Subject Leader

https://www.coombedean.co.uk/stu
dent-life/curriculum/science
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Combined Science
What do we teach and why?

What will students gain at the end of the course?

The course is the culmination of a 5 
year scheme of work and will result 
in a qualification that carries the 
weight of two GCSEs.

Students will receive a pair of grades 
of the form 9–9, 9–8, 8–8, 8–7,…,2–
2, 2–1, 1–1
 (a 17-point scale!).
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Separate Science
What do we teach and why?

What will students gain at the end of the course?

The course is the culmination of 
a 5 year scheme of work and will 
result in 3 GCSEs.

Each GCSE will be individually graded 
9 to 1.
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Assessment and Examinations

Tiers of Entry

• Foundation Tier  - final grade 1 to 5
• Higher Tier – final grade 4 to 9
• We do not enter students for higher tier unless 

they have consistently shown that they can 
achieve a safe level 5 in the mock 
examinations. 

• We would expect most of the triple science 
sets to be entered for Higher

• Most of Sets 2a and b trilogy also for Higher 
• Most of Sets 3 for Foundation. 
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Assessment and Examinations

How will your child be assessed?

The course is examined through a total of six 
papers

Biology Paper 1
Biology Paper 2
Chemistry Paper 1
Chemistry Paper 2
Physics Paper 1
Physics Paper 2
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Assessment and Examinations

Key Events

• January Yr 10 – review of sets
• June yr 10 – end of year paper 1 mock 

examinations and resetting for year 11.
• November yr 11 Final Paper 1 Mock examination - 

This is the last formal opportunity to practice the 
paper 1 under exam conditions. 

• March yr 11 - Paper 2 – final round of paper 2 mock 
examinations..

• May yr 11-GCSE examinations
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Independent Learning and Revision
How do they learn outside lesson?

• Workbook – these are free issued to yr 10 at the beginning of year 10. Students are expected 
to engage with these and work through during the course of the year. We have provided a 
schedule and shared this with you.

• The best way to use these books is to plan a weekly session of 1 hour per GCSE. We have set 
a schedule that will see every topic reviewed before the exams. (There are 45 topics for the 
science exams – they do need to work hard!)

• Start by revising the topics on the pages as directed – as a minimum review the relevant free 
science lesson available on the internet. (embed example) – this might take 3-5 min per 
topic. 

• Answer the questions in the workbook
• Correct the work using the answers in the back - this is essential
• Attend after school support for areas that remain a challenge.
• Insist on the period of time suggested – if they ‘finish’ in 15 minutes they have not done enough. 
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Making the workbooks useful

LOOK at the questions  →  ASK what it wanted  
→  LEARN what to do next

The aim: turn mistakes into marks next time.

1Community – Integrity - Opportunity



How students gain marks
Most questions ask students to KNOW, USE or THINK.

1  KNOW
Recall a fact, 
definition or 
equation.

“State the unit of 
current.”

2  USE
Apply knowledge, 
data or an equation.

“Calculate current 
using I = Q ÷ t.”

3  THINK
Link ideas and 
explain why.

“Explain why 
acceleration 
decreases.”

Knowing the science is not enough — students must answer the question 
asked.
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Command words matter
The command word tells students what kind of answer earns marks.

STATE / 
NAME

Give the fact. DESCRIBE Say what happens.

EXPLAIN Give the reason and 
link ideas. CALCULATE Equation → working → 

answer → unit.

COMPARE Give similarities 
and/or differences. SUGGEST Give a sensible 

scientific possibility.

Best habit: circle the command word before answering.
3Community – Integrity - Opportunity



Same topic. Different question. Different answer.
Current, charge and time can be tested in very different ways.

STATE

State the equation.

I = Q ÷ t

Short and precise.

CALCULATE

24 C passes in 6 s.

I = 24 ÷ 6
I = 4 A

Show working + unit.

EXPLAIN
Why does current 
change when 
resistance changes?

Link the science using 
“because”, “so” or 
“therefore”.

4Community – Integrity - Opportunity



“Explain” = build a chain of reasoning
Each idea should lead clearly to the next.

Speed 
increases

→ More air 
collisions

→ Drag 
increases

→ Resultant 
force falls

→ Acceleratio
n falls

because   •   so   •   therefore   •   this means that

One correct fact may not be enough — the links often earn 
the marks.
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Giving everything a go matters
A blank answer guarantees no marks. A sensible attempt can earn marks.

BLANK

0 marks

No working.
No scientific idea.
Nothing to award.

ATTEMPT

Write the equation.
Show working.
Use a keyword.

Give a sensible suggestion.
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When you review the work together
Focus on the process — not just the total score.

1 What was the command word?

2 What science did it need?

3 Did you answer that question?

4 Where was one more mark available?

5 What will you do differently next time?
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A simple routine: LOOK → ASK → LEARN
Use the paper as a revision tool, not just a result.

LOOK
Choose one question 
where marks were 
lost.

Notice the command 
word and marks 
available.

ASK
What exactly was the 
examiner asking for?

Was the science 
missing — or the 
communication?

LEARN
Correct the answer.

Write one action for 
next time.

One small improvement at a time.
8Community – Integrity - Opportunity



Independent Learning and Revision
How will we support?

• After school support: Tuesday/Weds/Thursday (main day) 3.10-4.10

• Revision Guide  - all students are strongly advised to purchase one. These are 
available from the school shop. here

• Workbook 

• Internet Support  - we recommend ‘Free Science lessons’ a series of 5 minute 
revision videos.

• Educake self study – all topics can be self studied on educake.

• Past papers and mark schemes / Save my exams  - January onwards – use of 
laptops

• AQA website for access to past papers.

• Talk to teachers
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Independent Learning and Revision
How can you support?

• The more prepared a student is, the less likely they are to be 
stressed.

• Try and create a quiet study space with everything they need to 
hand

• Get into a routine – Revision timetable, prepared resources, no 
distractions, check completion.

• Communicate with their teachers. We’re here to help.
• Start NOW
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Thank you!
Contact us:
rmcdermott@coombedean.co.uk (subject leader)
aemerson@coombedean.co.uk (deputy subject leader)

mailto:rmcdermott@coombedean.co.uk
mailto:aemerson@coombedean.co.uk


Curriculum Information Evening

Maths – Mrs. C Richards

Year 10 – 8th October 2026
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Welcome to the Maths Department

• Mrs Chloe Richards – Subject 
Leader of Maths
crichards@coombedean.co.uk

• Miss Victoria Burns – Deputy 
Subject Leader of Maths
vburns@coombedean.co.uk 
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Meet The Team
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Higher Tier Foundation Tier

10M/Ma1 - Miss Burns
Vburns@coombedean.co.uk 

10M/Ma4 - Mr Nutter
Mnutter@coombedean.co.uk 

10M/Ma2 - Mrs Edwards
Cedwards@coombedean.co.uk 

10M/Ma5C -  Mr Crocker
Dcrocker@coombedean.co.uk 

10M/Ma3 - Mrs Williams
Vwilliams@coombedean.co.uk 

10/Ma5R - Mrs Richards
Crichards@coombedean.co.uk 

10M/Ma5W - Mr Wainwright
Swainwright@coombedean.co.uk 

mailto:Vburns@coombedean.co.uk
mailto:Mnutter@coombedean.co.uk
mailto:Cedwards@coombedean.co.uk
mailto:Dcrocker@coombedean.co.uk
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• At Key Stage 4, the pathways that students study differ 

depending on a student’s mathematical ability and 

progress across Key Stage 3. 

• Both Higher and Foundation tier assess five key areas of 

maths; algebra, number, ratio & proportion, geometry & 

measure, statistics & probability.

• This will further develop their mathematical understanding 

and skills alongside preparing them for their Edexcel 

GCSE examinations and for potential Key Stage 5 

mathematical studies. 

Curriculum Content
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Curriculum Content
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Topic Area Foundation Higher

Algebra 23% 33%

Number 28% 18%

Ratio & Proportion 28% 23%

Geometry & Measures 18% 23%

Statistics & Probability 18% 18%



• There are two tiers of entry - 
Higher and Foundation. 

• Higher tier covers grades from 9-
4 (grade 3 allowed) and 
foundation grades 5-1. 

• Final level of entry is determined 
in year 11.

Curriculum Content
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Knowledge vs Problem Solving
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Knowledge 
• Regardless of tier, students should not be dropping marks on the first 2 pages of 

the exam.

• Foundation Tier; largely made up of 1 mark questions.

• Higher Tier; usually operations with decimals/fractions, LCM/HCF, etc

• Has your child answered everything on the first 2 pages?

• Lessons / Retrieval Starters / Flashcards / Tutor Programme / Sparx Homework
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Problem Solving

• A huge part of the exam!

• Do you know what is being asked of you?

• Working with Y10 to develop these skills

• The Big Six!
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How Do Students Secure Marks?
• 80 marks per paper, 18-26 questions (so a significant amount of method marks 

available!)

• Show clear workings; detail your method; communicate clearly ie. label

• Showing workings - "justify your answer", "give a reason for each stage of your 
working", "show that", etc

• Brain Dump
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How Do Students Secure Marks?
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Foundation Paper 1 - Q6 Foundation Paper 1 - Q16 Higher Paper 1 - Q13



www.maths

genie.co.uk

We revise 
all of the 
time in 
class 

through our 
retrieval 
starters.

Regular 
retrieval is 

key.

Corbett 
Maths 5 a 

day 
questions 
are great 
for this.

Corbett 
Maths 

practice 
questions – 
videos are 
included to 
aid revision 
if required. 

Revision 
flash cards 

to help 
recall of 
key facts 

that 
students 

must learn. 

Past 
papers

www.maths
genie.co.uk

Pearson 
Edexcel- 

past 
papers

How to revise in Mathematics
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Practice Makes Permanent



Expectations of 
Independent Study

• Students will be set homework every week 
via the Sparx Platform.

• This will be set on a Wednesday and due 
the following Tuesday. 

• This will contain a mixture of topic 
questions, exam questions and flashcards

• This should be taking students 
approximately 1 hour per week.
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AI use in 
Sparx

Homework
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Student uses AI to 
complete Sparx 

homework

Sparx homework is 
completed quickly 
and without error

Sparx believes 
student is confident 
on a topic and needs 

to be challenged

Sparx gives 
feedback to teacher 

that knowledge is 
secure

Sparx makes the 
questions harder

Student finds 
questions too 

difficult to answer



Seeking Support On Sparx
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How Do We Respond?
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What Can You Do To Support?

• 1. Check written workings

• 2. Monitor students' difficulty levels

• 3. Monitor working times

• 4. Encourage students' to be resilient, and to give things a try
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Practice Makes Permanent



Sparx
Independent 
Learning 
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Available from the Pearson website using the following link: Past 
papers | Past exam papers | Pearson qualifications

- Select ‘GCSE’ from the menu

- Select ‘Mathematics’

- Select ‘Mathematics 9-1 from 2015’

Students will be set full past papers as part of their revision on the Dr 
Frost platform after Christmas.

Past Exam Papers
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths
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Further Study 
at Post 16

AQA A-Level Mathematics

- Requires Grade 6+ in GCSE Maths 

AQA A-Level Further Mathematics

- Requires Grade 7+ in GCSE Maths 

Level 3 Certificate in Core Mathematics
- Equivalent to AS Level
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Practice Makes Permanent



Curriculum Information Evening

English Language and English Literature

Miss D. Snow

Year 10 – 8th October 2026
Community – Integrity - Opportunity



Welcome to the English Department

Dana Snow – Subject Leader of 

English

dsnow@coombedean.co.uk 

Will Lintell - Deputy Subject Leader 

of English

wlintell@coombedean.co.uk   
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Our Curriculum Mantra

“Literature is about the endless challenges and thrills of being human. To 
understand literature is to understand about life.”
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Curriculum Intent Statement

English is about the universality of relationships:  

The relationships between families, friends and lovers; 

The relationships between nations, races and classes; 

The relationships between writers, ideas and readers; 

The relationships between all living things. 

Life is about establishing, building and repairing relationships. 

Every English text - be it a novel, a poem, a speech, a play – discusses, 

criticises or celebrates the relationships we all experience. 

English is a subject that has, and will always, explore how and why writers write 

about these relationships.  

This is what we mean by universality.
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Y10 Teachers
• 10EnS – Mrs Wenmoth

swenmoth@coombedean.co.uk

• 10EnO – Miss Snow

dsnow@coombedean.co.uk 

• 10EnT – Mr Crawford

pcrawford@coombedean.co.uk    

• 10EnA – Mr Evans

revans@coombedean.co.uk 

• 10EnB – Mr Lintell

wlintell@coombedean.co.uk 

• 10EnD – Mrs Weaver

mweaver@coombedean.co.uk 

Top 
sets

Mixed 
ability
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Your English GCSEs – a brief guide

• English Language – 2 exams

Paper 1:

• Analysing and writing fiction

• 4 reading questions (40)

• 1 writing question (40)

Paper 2:

• Analysing and writing non-fiction

• 4 reading questions (40)

• 1 writing question (40)

Paper 1:

• Macbeth (extract) (30+4)

• A Christmas Carol (extract) (30)

Paper 2:

• An Inspector Calls (closed book) (30+4)

• Power and Conflict poetry (1 printed 

poem) (30)

• Unseen poetry (2 printed poems) (32)

You will end up with 2 GCSE grades: English Literature and English Language

• English Literature – 2 exams
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Year 10 2026-27 Curriculum

Literature and Language Text Knowledge

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Power and 
Conflict 
Poetry

A Christmas 

Carol

Macbeth Discursive 

Writing

Language 

Paper 1

Language 

Paper 1 and 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 
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Mock Exams

Year 10:

Summer term – English Language Paper 1
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What is learning?

In its simplest form, learning is the process of improving our knowledge and 

improving our ability to do things. 

The more you know, the easier it is to do things.

The more you remember, the more you can do; the more you can do, the more 

you will remember.

Knowing what you know, and what you don’t know, is fundamental to being a 

successful student.

So how can you help yourself know more?

Community – Integrity - Opportunity



Why do we revise?

Put simply, we revise in order to get better at something.

When we revise, we revisit a particular skill, or some 

previous knowledge or an idea and we re-examine it in 

order to understand how well we know that thing or how 

well we can do it.

If we understand what we know and what we can do (or 

indeed what we don’t know or what we can’t do - yet) then 

we will begin to understand what we need do to get better.
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How can I revise?

There are many ways to revise, but here are some strategies we have used in 

class:

‘Brain dump’: 

Pick a topic and write down everything you can remember about that topic. 

Check (against an accurate source of information)*, correct and add.

Do something else then come back and repeat the process. 

Reduce:

Pick a topic and write down everything you know about that topic (be accurate).*

Reduce that information to a mind-map.

Reduce that mind-map to four keys words.

Transform those key words into simple images.

Ask someone to test you.

Flash cards:

Write a key quote or theme on one side of the card (accurately).*

Write a clear and organised analysis of that topic on the reverse of the card 

(accurately).*

Memorise the quote/ theme and analysis (look, cover, write, check).

Ask someone to test you.
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Top tips

Revision must be active:

Reading a chapter of a book again or watching a video about your topic has some 

value, but it only has real value if you interact with that information.

Turn INformation into OUTformation:

Make notes as you interact with relevant information*.

Make sure that notes are simple, clear and organised.

Transform:

Transform those notes into mind-maps; transform those mind-maps into summaries; 

transform those summaries into questions…

Test yourself:

Or ask a friend or someone at home to test you.

Use ‘look, cover, write, check’.

If you’ve forgotten something, start the process again.

* = use existing and authoritative sources of information (knowledge organisers; revision guides; reliable online sources)

Community – Integrity - Opportunity



How to Revise
Text What to do

A 

Christmas 

Carol

 An 

Inspector 

Calls 

Macbeth

For each text, you need to be secure on 5 main elements:

• Plot

• Characters

• Themes

• Context

• Writer’s Message and Craft (how the writer uses language/structure etc to get 

his main ideas across)

For this, you will create a variety of revision resources using the revision guide that I 

have given you, along with any resources online (Shmoop, sparknotes, BBC 

Bitesize)

Poetry You need to understand all 15 poems and have annotated them in detail, consider:

• Structure

• Language

• Poet’s message + Effect on the audience

• Use of any literary devices and why

• Context (if appropriate) 
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Revision Guides

• CGP and/or Collins Snap Revision books for Macbeth

• CGP and/or Collins Snap Revision books for A Christmas Carol

• CGP and/or Collins Snap Revision books for Power and Conflict Poetry

• CGP and/or Collins Snap Revision books for An Inspector Calls

• CGP and/or Collins Snap Revision books for Unseen Poetry

• CGP English Language (the workbook it is paired with is really good)

• Collins Snap Revision Writing

• Collins Snap Revision Reading

YouTube – Mr Bruff videos

BBC Bitesize
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What's next?

Community – Integrity - Opportunity



Further study at Post-16

AQA A-Level English Literature B

- Requires Grade 6+ in GCSE English Language and 
GCSE English Literature 

Eduqas/WJEC A-Level Film Studies

- Requires Grade 5+ in GCSE English Language and 
GCSE English Literature 
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Thank you
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